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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA TO CONSIDER: 
• Back of the Yards population decreased approximately 

13% between the 2000 Census and 2010 Census but it is 
estimated that it has increased over 5% from 2010 until 
present time. 

• The area is much younger on average in comparison to 
the Archdiocese. The average age (median) in Back of 
the Yards is 27 years, in comparison to 37 in the  

       Archdiocese as a whole. 
• On average there are more people per households in 

Back of the Yards than the Archdiocese, with               
approximately 3.7 people per household in comparison 
to 2.6 in the Archdiocese. 

• Back of the Yards has a higher percentage of renters. 
Approximately 70% of households are renting in      
comparison to 40% in the Archdiocese. 

• Current estimates indicate that approximately 96% of 
those under 18 years of age that speak Spanish also 
speak English, “well” or “very well.” 

• Approximately 60% of those ages 18 to 64 years that 
speak Spanish also speak English, “well” or “very well.” 
40% do not speak English “well” or do not speak it at 
all. 

We welcome feedback and questions, please send 
them to: 

Messenger:   @STJOSEPHNOWANDFOREVER 
Email:  Stjoseph-hermitage@archchicago.org 

 



WHAT IS RENEW MY CHURCH? 
Renew My Church is a vision and strategic plan 
guiding our response to this call for renewal. This 
spiritual and structural renewal will allow us to       
re-counter Jesus Christ as disciples and parish     
communities and ensure our parishes have adequate 
resources for vitality.  
At the heart of our Renew My Church efforts is the 
parish grouping process.  
Our Grouping Includes:  
• St. Joseph Parish 
• St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
• Holy Cross-Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

WHAT ARE THE RENEW MY CHURCH MISSION  
OBJECTIVES? 
 

• Make Disciples 
• Build Communities 
• Inspire Witness 

WHAT IS THE PARISH GROUPING PROCESS? 
It consists of three phases: 
• Discernment and Decisions 
Communities prayerfully discern the right parish 
structures for future vitality 
• Operations Transitions 
Establish a strong, sustainable parish financial and 
operational foundation 
• Building the New Reality 
Establish a strong parish ministerial foundation to 
achieve our mission 

WHERE ARE WE IN GROUPING PROCESS? 
We are in the Discernment and Decisions Phase. 
Parish teams selected by the pastors meet with other 
parish teams in their grouping to pray and reflect   
upon the current realities of their communities. The 
archdiocese and the grouping teams develop            
scenarios that show potential models of how parishes 
and schools in that grouping could be configured in 
the future. 

PART OF THE PROCESS IS LOOKING AT THE CHURCH GROUPINGS HOLISTICALLY, AS ONE, INSTEAD OF 
INDIVIDUALLY. IN DOING SO, WE HAVE IDENTIFIED STRENGTHS AND CHALLENGES SHARED: 

CHALLENGES: 
 

• Communities Plagued with Violence 
• Lack of Diversity in Ministries (same people in multiple minis-

tries) 
• Lack of Unity 
• Lack of Youth Involvement 
• Communities that are constantly moving/Families moving in 

and out of the communities 

• Amongst all three 
churches we celebrate 
masses in English,  

       Spanish and Polish 
• Strong Devotional Faith  

STRENGTHS: 
 

• Faithful and Generous Volunteers 
• Cultural Diversity 
St. Joseph—Ethnic Origin Polish 
St. Michael—Ethnic Origin Slovak 
Holy Cross—Ethnic Origin Lithuanian  
(Immaculate Heart of Mary—Ethnic Origin Mexican) 


